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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



The applicant has filed a request for substantive examination on (day/month/year) . The 

examiner has proceeded the substantive examination on the above mentioned patent application for 
invention in accordance with the provisions of Artie 1 35(1) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ The Patent Office has decided to proceed a substantive examination on the above mentioned patent 
application for invention in accordance with the provisions of Article 35(2) of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

2. |3 The applicant claimed: 

the filing date 2002.6.26 in the Japan Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date. 

£3 The applicant has provided a copy of the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where 
the prior application(s)was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided a copy of the priority documents certified by the Patent Office 
where the prior application(s)was/were filed and the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made in accordance with the provisions of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

3. f~~) The applicant submitted amendment (s) to the application on and on f wherein. 

the amendment <s) submitted on and 

on are unacceptable, 

because said amendment(s) is/are not in conformity with 

□ the provisions of Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law: 

□ the provisions of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
The detailed reasons for the amendments being unacceptable is described in the text of this Office 

Action. 

4. ^The examination is proceeded based on the application documents originally filed. 
□Description: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 
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□Claims: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

□Drawings: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 



□Abstract: □ Filed on the application date; □ filed on 

□Drawing to the Abstract: □ Filed on the application date; □ filed on 

5.Q This Notification is issued without a search having been conducted. 
£3 This Notification is issued with a search having been conducted. 

The following reference documents have been cited in this office action(their serial numbers will 
be referred to in the ensuing examination procedure): 



Serial No. 


Reference document( Number or Title) 


Publication Date 
<or Filing date of interference patent 
applications) 


1 


JP1031265A 


03day 02 month 1998 year 


2 




day month year 


3 




day month year 


4 




day month year 



6. The conclusive opinion of the examiner is as follows: 
□ Description: 

□ The subject matter of the application falls into the scope, on which no patent right shall be 

granted, defined by Article 5 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 26(3) of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 18 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

£3 Claims: 

□ Claim falls into the scope, on which no granted patent right shall be granted, 

provided by Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention prescribed by Rule 2( 1 ) 

of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ Claim does not possess novelty provided by Article 22(2) of the Chinese Patent 

Law. 

S Claim 1-4.6-10,12-16 does not -possess inventiveness provided by Article 22(3) of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

□ Claim does not possess practical applicability provided by Article 22(4) of the 



Chinese Patent Law. 

Q Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 26(4) of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 31(1) of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

^| Claim S.ll is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 20 to 23 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
Q Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 9 of the Chinese Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 12(1) of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
The detailed analysis for above conclusive opinion is described in the text of this office action. 

7. On the basis of the above conclusive opinion, the examiner holds that: 

|~1 The applicant should make amendment in accordance with the requirements described in the 
text of this office action. 

n The applicant should expound reasons for that the above mentioned patent application can be 
granted patent right, and make amendments to the specification which is not in conformity with 
the provisions as described in the text of this office action; otherwise the patent right shall not 
be granted. 

^The patent application does not possess any substantive contents for which patent right may be 
granted, if the applicant fails to expound reasons or the reasons expounded are not sufficient, 
this application will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The applicant shall pay attention to the following matters: 

(1) In accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of the Chinese Patent Law, the applicant shall 
submit a response within four months from the date of receiving this office action. If the 
applicant fails to meet the time limit without any justified reason, the application shall be 
deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendment made by the applicant shall be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 
of the Chinese Patent Law. The amendment shall be submitted in duplicate copies and in a 
format which is in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Examination Manual. 

(3) The applicant's response and/or amended documents shall be mailed or submitted to the 
Receiving Department of the Chinese Patent Office. The documents which are not mailed or 
submitted to the Receiving Department do not possess legal effect. 

(4) The applicant and/or his(its) agent shall not come to the Chinese Patent Office to interview with 
the examiner without an appointment. 

9. The text of this office action consists of a total of _5 sheets, and is accompanied by the following annexes: 

13 A C0 Py of the c ' te< * reference documents consisting of 1 sets and 3 sheets. 

□ The 3-4 Examination Department The Seal of the Examiner: Yong ZHOU 



First Office Action 



This invention relates to a portable terminal and the announcement method 
thereof 

The Examiner is of the opinions as follows: 

1 . Claim 1 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Reference 1 (JP 103 1265 A) discloses a device preventing taking others' 
photograph secretly, and particularly discloses that a control signal is sent to a video- 
capturing section after a video capturing instruction signal is received, then a warning 
signal is produced to notice the persons who are being photographed (refer to line 9, 
column 1 to line 49, column 2, Figs. 1 and 2). 

The difference between the present claim and Reference 1 is in that the present 
claim is applied to a portable terminal comprising an image-capturing section, and 
output an announcement sound when the terminal is changed into a photograph mode. 
The aims of the present claim and Reference 1 are both to notice the persons to be 
photographed that he will be photographed. Therefore, it is easy to obtain the 
technical solution of the present claim by applying the technical solution of Reference 
1 to the field of the present invention without paying any inventive labor. 
Consequently, Claim 1 is lack of inventiveness. 

Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law: Inventiveness means that, as 
compared with the technology existing before the date of filing the invention has 
prominent substantive features and represents a notable progress and that the utility 
model has substantive features and represents progress. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical feature of Dependent Claim 2 is that: the predetermined 
announcement sound is output each time a fixed period of time has elapsed in the 
camera mode. To those skilled in the art, it is a common method to output a notice 
sound when the time period during which the terminal is in a certain mode has 
reached a certain period, and it is apparent -to apply the method to the technical 
solution of the present application, without prominent substantive features or notable 
progress. Thus, Claim 2 is lack of inventiveness. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical feature of Dependent Claim 3 is that: the announcement 
sound is output from a speaker for announcing incoming-calls or an ear speaker, 
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which is a common-used method for those skilled in the art. Therefore, Claim 3 is 
lack of inventiveness. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical feature of Dependent Claim 4 is that: the announcement 
sound is not output while recording an image captured by the image-capturing -section. 
In the prior art, a video camera does not output an announcement sound in general 
while recording the video captured. Therefore, the addition technical feature of the 
claim is a well-known knowledge of this field. Thus, Claim 4 is lack of inventiveness. 

5. Claim 5 does not comply with the requirements of Rule 20(1) of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical feature of Dependent Claim 5 is that: the announcement 
sound is output only in a case where the illuminance around the portable terminal is 
less than a predetermined brightness. But in Claim 1 to which it refers, it is recorded 
that output the predetermined announcement sound when the portable terminal has 
been changed to the camera mode. Therefore, Claim 5 does not consist with Claim 1 
so as to result in the unclearness of the claim, which does not comply with the 
requirements of Rule 20(1) of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

Rule 20(1) of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law: The 
claims shall define clearly and concisely the matter for which protection is sought 
in terms of the technical features of the invention or utility model 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Reference 1 (JP 103 1265 A) discloses a device preventing taking others' 
photograph secretly, and particularly discloses that a control signal is sent to a video- 
capturing section after a video capturing instruction signal is received, then a warning 
signal is produced to notice the persons who are being photographed (refer to line 9, 
column 1 to line 49, column 2, Figs. 1 and 2). 

Although the present application is used in a portable terminal, it is used to 
photograph and prevent secret photographing too. The aims and the technical means 
employed are all the same with Reference 1 to notice the persons to be photographed 
with sounds. Therefore, to those skilled in the art, it is easy to get some teaching from 
Reference 1 so as to obtain the technical solution of the present claim. Consequently, 
Claim 6 is lack of inventiveness. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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Claim 7 records a portable terminal, and as a portable terminal with the function 
of photographing, it definitely comprises an image-capturing section, a selecting 
section which selects a camera mode for using the image-capturing section, and a 
sounding body. Reference 1 (JP 103 1265 A) discloses a device preventing taking 
others' photograph secretly, in which a remote control signal receiving section 
included therein achieves the function of receiving a remote control signal, then 
outputting a shutter control signal to a camera section, and at the same time, 
outputting a warning sound volume control signal to a warning sound generation 
section (refer to line 9, column 1 to line 49, column 2, Figs. 1 and 2). Hence, it 
corresponds to the control section of the present claim. A portable terminal with the 
function of photographing is well-known by those skilled in the art, and by the 
teaching of Reference 1, the technical contents of Reference 1 is applied to a portable 
terminal so as to obtain the technical solution of the present claim, which is apparent 
to those skilled in the art. Consequently, Claim 7 is lack of inventiveness. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The timing section recorded in Claim 8 outputs a signal each time a fixed period 
of time elapses after it was detected that the selection section has selected the camera 
mode. To those skilled in the art, it is a common method to output a notice sound 
when the time period during which the terminal is in a certain mode has reached a 
certain period, so having a timer in the terminal is a common technical means for 
achieving such a function. Thus, the claim does not have prominent substantive 
features and represents no notable progress. Consequently, Claim 8 is lack of 
inventiveness. 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

In which, it is recorded that the sounding body comprises a speaker or an ear 
speaker, which is a common knowledge in the art, and consequently, Claim 9 is lack 
of inventiveness. 

10. Claim 10 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

In Claim 10, it is recorded that a recording section which records an image input 
via image-capturing section, wherein the control section judges whether the recording 
section is recording an image, and controls the sounding body so as not to output the 
predetermined announcement sound while the recording section is recording. To a 
portable terminal capable to capture image, it is apparent to have a recording section, 
and in the prior art, when the captured image is being recorded, in general, no sound 
is produced. Therefore, the additional technical feature of the present claim is the 
well-known knowledge of the art, and Claim 10 is lack of inventiveness. 

11. Claim 11 does not comply with the requirements of Rule 20(1) of the 
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Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical feature of Dependent Claim 11 is that: the 
announcement sound is output only in a case where the illuminance around the 
portable terminal is less than a predetermined brightness. But in Claim 7 to which it 
refers, it is recorded that output the predetermined announcement sound when the 
portable terminal has been changed to the camera mode. Therefore, Claim 1 1 does not 
consist with Claim 7 so as to result in the unclearness of the claim, which does not 
comply with the requirements of Rule 20(1) of the Implementing Regulations of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

12. Claim 12 is rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 12 records a portable terminal, and as a portable terminal with the function 
of photographing, it definitely comprises an image-capturing section, a selecting 
section which selects a camera mode for using the image-capturing section, a 
sounding body, and an image-capturing button for operating image-capturing. 
Reference 1 (JP 103 1265 A) discloses a device preventing taking others' photograph 
secretly, in which a remote control signal receiving section included therein achieves 
the function of receiving a remote control signal, then outputting a shutter control 
signal to a camera section, and at the same time, outputting a warning sound volume 
control signal to a warning sound generation section (refer to line 9, column 1 to line 
49, column 2, Figs. 1 and 2). Hence, it corresponds to the control section of the 
present claim. A portable terminal with the function of photographing is well-known 
by those skilled in the art, and by the teaching of Reference 1, the technical contents 
of Reference 1 is applied to a portable terminal so as to obtain the technical solution 
of the present claim, which is apparent to those skilled in the art. Consequently, Claim 
7 is lack of inventiveness. 

13. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical features of Dependent Claims 13 and 14 are that: the 
output level of the predetermined announcement sound is restricted to a fixed output 
level. It is apparent to those skilled in the art, and thus the Claims 13 and 14 do not 
have prominent substantive features and represent no notable progress. Therefore, 
Claims 13 and 14 are lack of inventiveness. 

14. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The additional technical features of Dependent Claims 15 and 16 are that: the 
predetermined announcement sound, or an announcement sound notifying that an 
image has been captured, is output when the image-capturing button is fully pressed 
just after being half-pressed. It does not have substantial contribution to the invention, 
the sound is substantially output when the image is captured. Consequently, Claims 15 
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and 1*6 are lack of inventiveness when the claims to which they refer are lack of 
inventiveness. 

Due to the reasons mentioned above, this application could not be granted a 
patent at present. The applicant should submit the amended claims and should make a 
corresponding amendment to the summary of the description. The applicant should 
overcome all the defects mentioned above. If the applicant could not propose the 
convictive reasons on the due date and do not make modification on its application 
document, or it still contains above defects after the modification, the application 
would be rejected. Moreover, it should be noted that the amendment to the application 
may not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the initial description and 
claims. Otherwise, the application would be rejected. 
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